| TO RECOVER
~ BANKRUPT'S
- SECURITIES

b John C. Chamberlain, Trus-
. - & tee for Bun' & Knapp, In-
stitutes $150,000  Action
' Against First-Bridgeport
' Na.tionalnank.

. ||~

=) JJ

Wife of H. E.Knapp Is De-
fendant In Another Suit
Alleging That Transfer of
Knapp Home Was Made
Wit.hout Gomidemtion.
in u} effort to recover propetrty said

to rightrully belong to the Burr &
A Juhn C.
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Shgrlﬂ Jo M. Donnelly
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. the  superior court to
:bo-.euountinrllln-
n-dsna.llnecurlth-

mmm thet the defunct “frm
.36 nnd_humtsuﬂclont
On Sep

-:'n.
rcmi't’ !o aet -l!da thes conveyance l.‘lld
m sward- §10,000 damages.

-actions are returpable to :Iu
pua-a'.r term qr court.

f SENATOR PHELAN
470 INVESTIGATE
LLIVAN'S CASE

23—James D,

mm DEE
r ) Benaftor-elect from California,
.m his appointment todey as a
w commissionar to investigete
d—w agamet American Minister
;Bn!m in the Dominican Repubile.
| President Wilson and Becretary Bryad
rm given Mr. Phélan,full authority

ljp sonduct the investigation without
ftn'thn'm-dm He will work first in
thq insular bureau ¢f the War de-
partment and later make an in
'.ubn in Santo Domingo.

vesti- 4

*rema.ndea to gxwmit the

CLASSMATES WILL
BE PALL BEARERS
FOR JUDGE HALLEN

City Hall Will Close Through
Forenoon—FPublic = School
Flags al Half Staff.

The {funeral of Judge Bdward F.
Halleri will be held from the hame of
hls brother, Thomas Hallen, 188 Sher-
wood &venue; at 9 o'clock tomorrow
morning and from St. Augustine’'s R.
C. church, whers a sclemn high mass
will_be held at 8:30. Reyv: James B.
Nihill, P. R.,, will be. the celsbrant of
the mass, Rev. J. J. -Kennedy, deacon,
and Rev. E. V. Murphy, sub-deacon.
‘Three of his classmates from
Nashuay N. H., will be pall bearers:
Dr. A. W. 8&hea, Mayor-elect James
T. Crowley and County Solicitor P.
“H. Sulllvan; also Dr. James T. Power
of New York former Pelice Commis-
sioner F. ). Baker, with whom Judge
‘Hallen served,: Pr.. Charles W. Deane,
superintendent of schools, Edward H.
Didlon 'and Attorney Thomas M. Cul-
linan. Interment will be in St. Mi-
#®chael's cemetery.

In honor df the late Judge, the City
HAl will be closed all morning while
the ‘Probate’ office will remain closed
all day. 'The funeral will be marked
by -the large attendance of city offi-

elels and other prominent, psople of

Bridgeport and ‘other citles.

_Flags on the publi¢ schools and at
-icty Hall were at half-mnast today.

he flags on ‘schools and publie
bufldings will remaln at half-mast
until' after the funeral. Mayor Wilson
todn.y named Aldermen MacFayden,
‘Blakeslee and Walker to represent the
board of aldermen at the funeral. The
‘mayor will attend and eo will all the
i principal city officials. - All clty bus-
iness will be suspended during the
hours ct the funeral. ;

BI!BNS LOSES HIS
SBIT FOR LIBEL

It appear that the defendant

or
:mn of the plaintiff. In any

view of the publication itself or of the
circumstances of its publeation, it can-
not, without wrenching axd distorting
ita Janguage, be said to mean v!mt
the plaintify clntma it menn’,
“Moreover, th nu!:ln;
this publication rebuta any prima fa-

|cis inference of malice arising from

its publication; that 4s, the oocasion
was one of pﬂvlloga. and it does not
appear that in the use of the occasion
the defendant was actuated by any
malice. o S
“As iIn the case of Osborn agninst
Troup, 60 Conn., 451, the plaintiff here
Mtwuﬂor trisd to prove any
il damages nor has he ever re-
guested a retraction: but none of ths
grounds on%which the judgment in
that case was placed and sustained
can be discovared In this case .Thera-
tore. judmt may be' entersed for the
defendant.”

‘Burns objected to an articie printed
in te Telegram in which the uwee by
the city of a gasoline tank owned by
‘Burfns was mentioned. Mention was
made that about 1,000 gallons of gas-
oline were -missing and Burns thought
the tone of the article reflected upon
Bim, Burns dld not reguest a reirac-
tion .but started legal proceedings In-
stead., ~ Former City Attornsy Thomes
#i. Cullinan reprseented the Telegram.

'Rich Mongolian Palace
Is Destroyed By

London, Dec. 28—A despaich re-
ceived here from Urgsa, Mongolia, re-
iates that the interior of the Palsce
of the EKutukiu, or the Deified Lamsa
of the Mongols, with all 1ts pricesless
treasures, has been destroyed by fire.
The . loss entailed sald to be enor-
mous.

The wealth of the Kutuktu, derived
from the contributions of enthusiastic
devotoees, is desecribed &s very great
In and about Urga he owns 150,000
slaves, an sbundance of worldly goods
and the most pretentlous palace in
FHonmu;_

|MURDERED TO GET

Corning, N. ¥ Dec.
McNulty, who confessed to the police
that he killed Hogan Kane, a milk-
man, 'near Holyoke, M , In Au-
gust, 1907, today walved extradition
as & fugitive from Justice and was
arrival of
Massachuseitls utflcers. He sald ne
KiMed Kane io get maney with which
to- buy o drug 6 the use of which

23—John J.

'n.owtddi

| the zone: It was forwarded to Wash-

| thede said.

with any disregard of

'FUNDS TO BUY DRUG

WIRELESS PLANT
OF BRITISH SHIP
SEIZED BY U. S.

Merchant Vessel Used Radio
For Code Messages While
In Canal Zeone.

ACTION VIOLATES |
NEUTRALITY LAWS

Navy l)epari.ment May Send
Another Warship to Pan-
ama Canal.

Washington, . Dese. 28—Lieut, Cran-
ehaw, naval radioc officer at the Pan-
ama CUanal, cablad the navy depart-
ment today that the wireless apparatus
on the steamer Protesilaus in Bilboa
harbor, was dismantled by canal zone
officials after 4t was found she had
been sending ©0oOge mMEesSSages.

The  crulser Tacoma is at Cristobal
10 enforces neutrality and the navy
department stiil has under considsra-
tion the poasibility of dispatching an-
other vess=l to the canal sonsa

A Britiah statement recently to the
navy department said Gov.. Goethals
had sald, in a writtem commmunication,
that he had been misinformed when
he charged that a British ocolliler waa
using its radlo outfit contrary to neu-
trality. L I

Officinls  hers now assums that the
governor had reference to  another
British =hip which also figured iIn the
official dpgr-a!chea as having wiolated
the cansl rules by Jeaving Bilboa
without clearance papers and that that
vesssl has been confined with the Pro-
tesiigus. The unnamed ecolller had
no wirsless apparatus,

The Protegilaus 8 a Britishi mer-
chant steawmar of 6,18 tons which, un-
der charter of the tish government,
sailed from Victoria. B. C., In Novem-
ber for Bilbos, Panams Canal zone. It
as =assumed she carried coal and
supplies for British daval vessels.

COL. GOETHALS ACTED .
AT REQUEST OF NAVAL .

HEADS IN CANAL ZONE

Neaw York, Dec. 23—The request
made by Colonel Georzs W. Gosthals,

“Wireless plants and naval affairs in

ington as a matiter of form by Col.
Goethals acting -in his capsacity as
Eovernor of the cansl zone and tha
incident is ended so fer the Col. Goe-
thals is concermed. So announced Col
Goethails himsslf upon his arrival hera
today from Christobal on the steam-
ship Panama.

Cal. Goethals sald that naval of-
flcers had reported to him thet there
had been two violations of Aumerican
peutrality but declined to give the
names of the vessels involved.

“One of thes incidents was that of &
ship ‘which sailed without clearance
papers; the other was a ship that was
reported to have been using her wire-
less within the canal zone,"” Col. Goe-

“The naval officers in charge
brought the matter to my aittention
and asked me, as governor, to requesi
the government to send warships to
ths cansl zone. I transmitted their
request s a matter of form and thers
my responsitiiiy ends

“In recommending that the ships be
sent I was zoverned by thé recom-
mendations made ito me by the naval
officars."

Goethals expects 'to go to
Washinzton after the Christmas holl-
days to urge Congress to appropriate
$10,000,000 for the construction of
drydocks, barracks, machine shops
and wharves in the canal zone, He
alsc said he expected to go to West
Point first to see his son, who is &
cadet at the military aocademy there.

“1l also.want to agk for an addi-
tlonal dredge when I go to Washing-
ton,” he eald. *“I fear that we will
have to kesp a dredge working on
the canal steadily for a year or more.
The hills at Culebra seem to be set-
ting and this is the cause of the fre-
quent siides. We have been able how-
ever, to' get ships through the canal
in much better time than we thought
We could; for Mistance, we ecalculated
on &, half " hour to each of the three
locks but we find that a ship can be
passed through all three locks in 55
minutes.”

Col. Goethails sald that there are at
the present time still 25,000 men on

the government’'s payrolls in the cansal
Zone.

PRESIDENT NAMES
HENRY C. HALL TO
COMMERCE BOARD

Washington, Dec 33——-Presidmt Wil-
=on today nominnted Henry Clay Hall,
of Colorado Springs, Colo.,, to be hﬂm--
stiate commerce commissioner.

BURGLARS TEAR
OLUT PLUMBING;
FLOOD APARTMENT

The three-story apartment house at
Crescent avenue and Crescent place,
owned by D, M. 8. Rosen, was visited
by two men yesterday afternoon in
broad deylight, who ascended to a
vacant apartment on the third floor
and ripped’ out about 30 feet of lead
pPipe. causing a flood in the apart-
ments underneath. The visit was dis-
coverad when hurry calls were/sant in

for the Janitor, who summoned a
plumber in haste. Before the water
could be turned off damage to the
building, estimated by Dr. Rosen at

over $200, resulted. Considerable loss
was experienced by famllies under-

IM'N" Haven road, nnd other rail-

WHY STATE IS
STEADILY GOING
DEEPER IN DEBT

Tax Commissioner Corbin
Blames “Liberality” To-
wards Certain Interesis.

NOT EXTRAVAGANCE,
BUT TAX INJUSTICE

ation Not Now Sufficient to
Meeil Current Expense.

The state of Connecticut is steadily
running behindg. Tta expenses are
gresater than its income.

A arge additional expense has been
incurred for permanent investments
in highways, and public buildings, but
these expenses have been met by bond
issues and the proeeeds of. other loans.
Bo that current ineome from taxation
is' mot enough to meet current ex-
penres.

Part of thewdeficiency Is dus to lack
of economy, but much of {t is duse to
tax injustice, There would be no de-
ficiency,, but a considerable surplus,
if Connecticut were not so "lberal”
to cdrtain kinds of propenty, ln taking
it for taxation.

“Liberal” is the word used by Tax
Commissionar Willilam H. Corbin, In
his report from 1812 and 1914, which

'is just from the press.

Taex Commissisoner Corbin makes
very clemr recommendations for ithe
curing of tax injustices, and the heal-
ing of the breach between Income and
outgo,

He finds that manufacturing ‘cor-
porations are not paying their fair
share of taxes, and he recommends
s franchise tax to yileld additional
Trevenue.

. He finds that recent legislation has'
fmpaired the receipts from the in-
heritance tax, and he recommends
lsgislation to place such taxes at least
on their former basis of productivity,

He finds = wids disparity betweesn

what water, gas electric lght and

‘POWer companiss report their prop-

erty worth in their statements to the
public utility commissioners, and what
they représent it to "be worth in their
statements to the. authority. He
recommends & tax upon

To the last sesslon tha commis-
sioner recommendsd a change in the
law taxing raliroads upon their gross
peceipts, instead of by the present
complicated system, which apparently
has heen created to relieve the rall-

roads of thejr share ' of the public ex-

pen=e. The General Assembly did not
accept his advice, with the result that
the state in the present year will lose
gome $600,000 from this source that
it should hava. In 1902 the rallroads
of. Connecticut paid to ths state $1,.-
452,165. In 1914 they paid §437,211

In discussing the state tax Mr. Cor-
bin admits its usefulness In keeping
citizens reminded of the necessity of
parFing carsful attention to the busi-
ness affairs of the sta He regards
a small rate as sufficilent for thia pur- |
pose, and opposes the tax in prinecipal,
because £ unduly rests npon 'the small
property owner. :

1t Is suggested that Savings deposits
in National banks ought to be taxed
at the same raie as deposils in sav-
ings banks.

The .matiters heré referred to are
by nmo means* all of the intaresting
mattrs discussed in the report, which
pregents a detsiled prograem from
many infprovements in the wvaluation
of property, iis assessment for taxa-
tion, and the collection of the tax af-
ter it I8 assessed.

BOB BEACH, RECENT
BRIDEGROOM, GOES
TO MOTHER’S HOME

Automobile Racer Ill, Gives
Up Business Cares——Bride
Rejoins Parents

Robert P. Beach, the well known au-
tomobile enthusiast, racer and sales-
man, who recently married Miss Na-
talie Forbes, daughter of A. Holland
Forbes of balloon fame, has been com-
pellad to give up business and sesk
his health at the home of his fath-
er at California, Mo. 1t is understood
that he will socon go to Southern Cal-
ifornia. Mrs. Beach has rejolned her
mother ‘and father who fecently mov-
ed from the Burr homestead in Fadr-
fiald to hotel apartments In New York
city,

Mr. Beach, who was preceded by his
wife, left this city last night, having
withdrawn from his business pariner-
ship with Willam H. Starbuck ,and
bid good-bye to his friends at 68 Wash-
ington avenues with whom he lwved.

CHAUFFEUR JAILED
FOR RECKLESSNESS;
RAN DOWN LABORER

Howard Avery, Norwalk chauffeur,
21 yvears old, was figed $50 and costs
and sentencead to five davs in jeil by
Judge Counghlin at today's city court
session for reckless operation of an
automobile at Waterview and Sirat-
ford avenues, Dec. 18, when he struck
and seriously injured Joseph Much,
26 Rellly street. Much was cleaning
out a catch basin for the Connecticut
Co., when struck.

Avery contended that it was rain-
ing hard, dark and that Much was
dreased in dark clothing apd not
easily seen. Judge Coughlin, who is
intimately acquainted with that lo-
cality questioned Avery closely be-
fore making his decision. BRonds for

jpneaith in water damage.

an appeal were fixed at 3300,

Permanent Income From Tax- |
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THOUSANDS ARE KILLED
IN BATTLE FOR WARSAW

dgeport Evening Farmer

i Y

SUMMARY GF TODAY’S WAR NEWS

.

¢

AMhough further progress, ap-
parently, has' besn made by the
alHes in thelr general offensive
movemant, the German armies as
& whole are standing fast,.and so
far as 8 known, have lost no im-
portant sections of the long line
on which they settled down after
the retreat which followed the
battle of the Marne early In the
WRT. y

Today's official communications
indicate that each side has had its
victories gnd defests. The French
army chiefs stats that they cap-
tured the last section of a line of
German trenches near Perthes-
Les-Hurlue, where fighiing has
been severa for several days and
have made an average gain of B0
yards. The German statemant,
speaking of thi= engsagemant, says
that the French attack whas “partly
repelled.’

French clalms to progress In Bel-
gium ara denied in Beriin whera
it I said ths BEritlesh have sufferad
defeats at ths hands of the Ger-
mans, f

The German war offics reports no
developments in the east, saying
merely the fighting is cogntinuing.
The French statement, however, as-
serts that the Russians are press-
ing forward their invasion of Ger-
many &across the esast Prusslan
fromtier but admits that the Ger-
mansa have made progress in the
fighting in Poland, to the west of
Warsaw.

In the whole course of the war
thus far, covering nearly five
menths, few occaslons have
marked by such a coenfusion

of

vlaims and conflict of movements
as the present. In the weat, where
the allies recently were eaveary-

where on the offensive, they are
now confronted at points with se-
vere German attacks, compelling
them to defand their own positions.
In the east, as well, the =sftuation
is changing swiftly. The Ger-
mans, who for a time wers able to
push forward swiftly, ATe Now
meeting with determined resist-
ance from thelr antagonists In
their new positions.

The Ilatest officiul communication
from Petrograd admits that the
Russians have besen compelled to
retreat from some positions ané
at the same time states that the
German attacks have beéen repulsad
everywhere with heavy lossas to
the invaders. Germany and Aus-
tria continue o assert that Im-
portant successss are being achiev.
ed. One of the great ‘battles of
the war is In progress thirty mlles
west: of Warsaw, and meanwhiis
the Russian forces to the north
am ‘pushing Into Germany, pre-
senting the possibility of a Sank-
ing movement which will menace
the main army of General Von
Hindenburg.

It {8 anpouncéd in Lisbon that
German forces have Invaded the
province of Anszola, Pbrtugusse
West Africa. A German Invasion
was said to have been defeated in
October, althbugh this report was
received in Bérlin. On the present
occasion the Portugyese govern-
ment admits that the +troops =at
the military post of Naulila have
been compelled  to refreat,

OFFICIAL REPORTS ON THE WAR

——t

:

FRENCH

Parls, Dec. 26—The French war office
this afternoon gave out an, official
statement as follows: b " 4

‘“Femtorday In Belzium K ‘we made’
slight progress bstween the sea and
the highwey from Nisuport to Wes-
tends as well as In ihe region betwesn
Staenstrawe and Bixschoote whers W
oocupled a forest, some houses and’ a
redoubt.

“To the east of Bsthune, working
in conjunetion with the British army
we recaptured the village of Givenchy-
Les-La Basses, which had been lost to
us.

“In the region of Arras a heavy Tog
made it necessary for both the enemy
and ourselves to léssen our activities

“To the east of Amiens on the Aldsne

in champagns, there have boen ar-
lery engagements.

“In the region of Perthes-lasa-Hnr-
Tus, we carried after a spirited cannon-
ade and two assaults, the last sectior
of the line which we occupied.in part
Deacember 21, We made an. average
gain of 800 yards. In the last trench
which came [nto our possession we
lcaptured a section of machine guns,
including the gun orews. A viclent
counter-attack was repulsed.

“We glso made progres= to the north-
east of Peau where further attacks on
the part of the enemy were withont
success.

“There has bepn a perceptible ad-
wvance on the part of our troops in the
forest of La Grurie against a front of
trefiches 400 vards wide and runming
not less than 250 yvards desp. We blew
up with mines two of thess German
lines of works. and occupled the ex-
cavations.

ASK $413,000
FOR HIGHWAYS

Committee On qtreets and Side-
walks Liberal With Pav-
ing Program.

The requisition of the streets and
gldewalks committee calls for $413,.-
000. In 1918 the committee received

a total of $§5674,188. Among the itéms
for this year are $48,700 for Ilaying
Warrenite on wvarious sireets and a
total of $184,700 for permanent pave-
ment. Last year the committee want-
ed $104,364 for bituminous macadam
and- $§199,684 for permanent pave-
ment. There is & bond issue of $200,-
000 for pavement other than water
bound macadam. It will be recalled
that Mavor Wilson and Director of
Public Works Tourtade iried to take
$160,000 of this bond issue fto Ilayd
Warrenite in certain streets. Citizens
who opposed the plan had the con-
tracts halted by court asction.

The items of the reguisition follow:

Streetas and Sidewalks.

Sidewnlk, grading general, $5,000;
State highway conastruction, $2,500;
asidewsalks, curb and gutter, new, 3$6,.-
500: crosswalks, new, $4.500; grading
general, $4,000; watering troughs,
new, §1,000; tree removal, setiting back

curb, ete., $4,000; land damages, gen-
eral, $10,000; total, $37,500.
Grading.

Anson street, French street to Haw-
ley avenue, $650; Capitol avenne, Main
street to Brooklawn avenue, and Main
strest tp Madison avenue, $3.200;
Clapitol avenue from Madison to Park
avénue, $3,600; Capitol avenue, Park
to Brooklawn avenue, $200; Denver
avenue, Fairfield avenue north, $300;
Dewey street, State to Mountain
Grove street, §1,000; Fox sireet, Fair-
fleld avenus north, $£1,100; Gllman
street, Fairfield avenue to Courtland
street, $2.560; Hawley avenue, Anson
street to Gurdon avenue, $200; James
street, North avenue to Grand street,
$9.400; Laurel avenue, Brooklawn
avenue to RRooster| river, including
sldewalk grading, $§5.500; Park avenuas

“Austro-German forces are moving
into Poland along a fromt which runs
fror.n.tu_k & point to the southeast of Plo-

ow to the west of the river Nida in
‘Gallela. They have reabhed the riv-
or Dunajeix and thay occupy a lne
from Grybow torSmigdod to Sanok.

“The effort a sortie made by tha
Przeanyal ':n-ﬁnrreﬂn ited in complete
failure.” | : N ]

GERMAN.

S = N ‘ -

Berlin. Dec. 23, by wireless to Lon-
don.—Tha official statemetn lssued to-
day by the German army headquar-
tens says:

"Attacks in the region of Lombaart-
zyde and to the south of PBixschoote
have been easily Tepulsegd by us. At
Richebourg L’Avoue, the Emnglish
agaln were driven from thelr positions
yesterday. Notwithstandine desper-
ate counter attacks we have fetained
all the positions which we captured
from the Emnglish on the Rich urg,
canal from Alre to La Bassee. | Since
Dec. 20th, 750 British and colored sol-
diers have been mptuted by mus and
Mive machine guns and four mine
throwens taken.

“In the nsighborhood of Camp Chal-
ons, the enemy Is showing greater ac-
tivity. ;

‘Attacks to the mnorth of . Sillerlo,
southeast of Rheims, at Souain and at
Perthes have been partly repelled by
us with heavy losses to the French,

“The situation in east and west
Prussia / i& unchanged. Battles for
possesion of the branches of the Bzdra
river (west of Warsaw) continue,

‘“The situation on the right bank of
the river Pilica remains unchanged.”

50-foot roadway, $5,100 or 32-foot
roadway, $1,300; Parrott avenue from
French sireet south, $7.500; Scofield
avenue from Fairfleld avenue to Ash
Creek, $1,500;. Salem streét, DMain
streat to Anson sStreet, 10 per cent.

street, Main street 1o west end of
State street; 375 feet rill make from
east of Main street, ;' Bltate
street extension, Dewey street to Fair-
field gvenue to town Iine, §3,500;
Whittler stresat from Falrfield avenue
to School, $400; total, $46.000.
Pilaln Macadam.

Auburn street, Falrfield avenue to
Cherry street, $800; Blackman place,
$1.400; Cherry street, Auburn street to
Hancock avenue, $4,800; Federal
street, Main street to. Madison avenue,
$6.200; TFrench street, North avenue
to Maln street, $7.000: Park avenue.
Wade street to North avenue, $6,200;
Scofield avenue, Frirfield svenue to
Ash Creek, $£5§,100; Wordin avenue,
Railroad to Rostwick avenue, $10,.200;
total, $41,800,

Bliuminons Macadam (Warrenite)

Beechwood avemue, entire length,
$34,600; Grovers avenue, Brewster
street to Balmforth street, $§6,200;
Linwood avenue, entire lenzth, 3$7.-
900; total, §$48,700.

Permanent Pavement.

Howard avenue, State street to Har-
bor street, $44.400: Knowlton street,
FEast Washington to Berkshire avenue,
$42,000; Noble avenue, Barnum ave-
nue to Beardsley park, $77.700; Sea-
view avenue, Stratford avenue to ship-
yard, $20,600; total, $184,700.

Miscellaneous.

Culvert, Park avenue near Jackson,
roadway of 50 fest, $1,200; roadway
of 32 feet, $800; culvert Senview ave-
nua at Coulter & MecKenzie foundrv
$2.700; total, §3,600.

Sidewnlk Grading.

Laurel avenue, Brooklawn place to

last domiclle north, $1,200,
Comfort Stations,

Three; one at Congress street
bridge east end on city properiy, one
In city center site to come, one at west
end Yellow Mill bridge, Stratford ave-
nue, $50,000.

THE WEATHER.

* Fair tonight and Thursday:
much change in temperature. Fresh

not

| from Wade street to Capitol avenuas,

west winds.

most

grade Main street east, $4,100; Salem |

-

PRICE TWO CENTS

Desperate Fighting, In
'Spite of Severe Winter,
Marks Final Stand of Rus
sians to Save Poland Cap-
ital — Both Sides IL.ose
Many Officers and Men.

Christmas Sentiment May
Mean a Lull In Fighting
Over Holidays Though No
Formal Armistice Has
Been Declared—Artillery
Duelg Mark French Battle

London, Dec. 23—The aig
mile front in Russian Poland i«
the west of Warsaw, where Lhes
Germans and Russians are atl
grips on the banks of the Bzurs,
Rawka and Piliéa rivers, co
tlinues to be the scene of Lha
desperate fighling
either the eastern and weslern
arenas of the war.

" When the weather
tions under which the iroops
there are fighting are rec
ed the sufferings of the ms
in the trenches may te some
extent be appreciated. The
country is .experiencing
full * force of winter.
Big Lossces On Each Side
Fach #lde has sustalned iramen-

dous losses in this battle of fhe rivers
and althouzh the Germans eclalm
have forced ths Russian Hne
number of polnts, it is neverthe
fact, according to rsports reaching
London, that the Ruassian front has
[Heen stMaightendll out and it is 4157
cut to visualize whioh ecentender has

r
I

condi-

ik .
the

| the strategic advantage.

Again, there come trigkfing through
from Holland reporta of wvast V-
ments of German foroes Irom
east and west. A despateh res
hera from Amaterdam says Lhat
sands of German troops heve
thrpugh Aix-In-Chappelle
northern France,

It i8 believed that notwithstanding
the futurs plan for an armisfics ¢
Christmas, some gort of a lull =
in on Christmak day ieslf C
mas sentiment iz deep In the
hearts and their positions on th
of battle, facing énch other in
antagonlism will not eradicats It

The London* newspapers havs di.
ciged unanimously not to publish on
Christmas Day and the offlcinl g ¥
bupeasu will suspend ity sctivities

m

B

he

the aftermoon of Dec, 24 untl]l ¢
evening of Dee. 26

Thousands of tons of C‘mlun. AS
presents have been sent to =all &

men.

PARIS VOTES BIG
BUDGET FOR WAR

Paris, Dec. £3—The chamber
deputies voted unanimously tod
approprintion of' §,600,000,000
($1,700,000,000) to cover the axpans
of the next six months, including
cost of Lhe war.

IMPERIAL BA_'NK CUTS
WAR DISCOUNT REATE

Beriin, Dae. 23—The rate o
5

count of the imperial bank of
many was reduced today o
cent. This .puts the ‘Tate of disc
back to what it was July 31,
ous to the outhreak of hostiililes
Europe.

KAISER IN COLOGNE
ON WAY TO FRONT

TL.ondon, ; Dec. 23—In a degps
from Cologne the correspondean
the Central News says that B
Wwilliam with his entire staff re
Cologne today from Berlin on
way to the western battle front

FRENCH CRUISER HIT
BY MERCHANT VESSEL

Now York, Dec. 2
crulser Descartes WAS
though not seriously, on Nowv
in & collision with the sgteamer a:u.

more in the harbor of St Lucia T
acoldant

- e
23— 'he

Sirathmore reported ths
har arrival hers today.

The steamer fouched at St Lau
on her voyage from Buenos Ayres ar

| while steaming out of the harb
'stac—rlng gear decamas jmmmed, ©
| Ber to foul the French cruiser whil
was at anchor. The Strathmors

'|0bhged to put back for repairs
1

OL.DEST WOMAN IN
| U.S. DEAD AT 117

New York, Dec. Z3—Mrs
Koskoff, said te have been d
woman in the TTnited States,
today. According to record
posseasion of descandanis, she W
vears old, having besn born In
Russia, In 1797. Up to a few ¥
ago she waa In porfect health.

Ex-United States Henator W
Weoest disd pt his home In \:J.'
Ga_




